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Monticello United  
Methodist Church 
200 South Main Street 

Monticello, IN 47960 
 

(574) 583-5545 
 

BRING IT IN, MEET A NEED for I AM THIRD SUNDAY 
 

February 17:  UMCOR HYGIENE KITS in partnership 
with our childrenôs ministry 

                 

ñBear one anotherôs burdens, and so fulfill the law of 
Christ.ò  Galatians 6:2   
 

When war or natural disasters strike, in this country or 
anywhere in the world, the United Methodist Commit-
tee on Relief (UMCOR) is there to help.  We can help 
UMCOR lift the burdens of the victims by donat-
ing Hygiene Kits.  Hygiene kits provide basic necessi-
ties to people who have lost their homes or have been 
forced to leave them.  Please bring in any or all items 
from this specific list: 1 hand towel (15ò x 25ò to 17ò x 
27ò. No kitchen, cleaning, or microfiber towels, 
please.); 1 washcloth; 1 comb (Combs need to be 
sturdy and 6ò or longer.  No pocket combs or picks, 
please. Rat-tail combs and combs without handles are 
acceptable if they have at least 6ò of teeth.); 1 metal 
nail file or nail clippers (No emery boards, please.); 1 
bath-sized soap (3 oz. and larger sizes only, please. 
No Ivory or Jergenôs soap due to moisture con-
tent.  Avoid heavily scented soaps. Do not remove from 
original packaging.); 1 toothbrush (Adult size on-
ly. Single packages.  Do not remove from original pack-
aging.); 6 adhesive bandages (3/4ò to 1 inch common 
household Band-Aids); 1 gallon-sized sealable plastic 
bag; 1 sandwich-sized sealable plastic bag.  Each kit 
costs approximately $12.  $11 for supplies and an addi-
tional dollar to buy toothpaste at the site.  If youôd prefer 
to make a cash donation, Friendship Connection kids 
will purchase the supplies on your behalf.  Donations 
would also be welcome to cover shipping.  On March 
10
th
, the children and their families will assemble the 

kits.  
 

SUPPORTING SEMINARY STUDENT 
 Our congregation has been blessed to be associ-
ated with so many people going into full-time Christian 
ministry.  It has been our practice to give financial assis-
tance to those going to seminary from our congregation.  
A special offering will be taken on Sunday, February 10.  
Please mark your offering for ñSeminary Students.ò  We 
currently have three seminary students associated with 
our church, Pastor Kelly, Pastor Justin and Benjamin 
Beeks.    

Rev. Brian L. Beeks 

  Senior Pastor 

  bbeeks@MonticelloUMChurch.org 

Kelly Sellers 

  Connections Pastor 

  ksellers@MonticelloUMChurch.org 

Justin Cason 

  Youth & Young Adults Pastor 

   jcason@MonticelloUMChurch.org 

Sarah Cason 

  Director of Childrenôs Ministries 

  scason@MonticelloUMChurch.org 

Erin Ellis 

  Communications/Current Worship 

  Ellis.e.erin@gmail.com 

Sheri Quarles 

  Director of Sunshine Center 

  Preschool & The Garden Daycare 

  sheri@MonticelloUMChurch.org 

Linda Ruemler 

  Administrative Assistant 

  Lruemler@MonticelloUMChurch.org 

Rick Russell 

  Director of Music 

  rick@wcccounseling.org   

Ernie Boggs 

  Custodial & Maintenance 

Jennifer Long 

   Nursery Coordinator 

NEW PARK BENCHES ON THE PLAYGROUND GIVEN AS A MEMORIAL 
Three park benches made from recycled plastic bot-
tle caps have been donated to the church by the Key 
Club of Twin Lakes High School in memory of Elise 
Dold and Anahi Garcia.  The Key Club is the youth 
organization affiliated with  Kiwanis International.  
The benches are a nice addition to the playground 
where parents can sit and watch their children play.  
The benches will be put to good use by those on the 
playground, but they will also be a visual reminder of 
the girls to the church and the community.   



REVOLUTION 
We have had a great start to our New Year at Revolution with Kevin leading for several weeks in our se-
ries Made! In the month of February Revolution has been invited to the Winter Ski Retreat February 15-
16th, 2019. For more information, or to sign up, contact Pastor Justin. 
2/3 - Revolution at 5pm (Come dressed in your NFL best!) 
2/10 - Revolution at 5pm 
2/15 - Winter Ski Retreat! Depending on weather we plan to leave for Perfect North at noon. The cost is 
$100 and includes rentals, food, and lodging. Students need to bring an air mattress, warm clothes, and 
their Bibles! 
2/17 - No Revolution 
2/24 - Revolution at 5pm 
 
648 
One Night was awesome! I am so proud of our youth reaching out in faith and bringing their friends one 
step closer to Christ! God is on the move at MUMC! Check out our upcoming events this month! 
2/3 - Superb Owl Party at 6:48pm 
2/10 - 648 at 6:48pm 
2/15 - Winter Ski Retreat! Depending on weather we plan to leave for Perfect North at noon. The cost is 
$100 and includes rentals, food, and lodging. Students need to bring an air mattress, warm clothes, and 
their Bibles! 
2/17 - No 648 
2/24 - 6:48 at 6:48 
 
 
 
 
 

BE SURE TO CHECK THE FACTS 
 
 February has the potential to be a very painful month for the United Methodist Church.  
On February 23, 24 and 25 in St Louis, there will be a special called session of the General Con-
ference of the United Methodist Church.  At this special session, delegates from around the 
world are going to consider legislation concerning homosexuality and in particular legislation 
about the ordination of self-avowed practicing homosexuals and the definition of marriage.  The 
topics of homosexuality and the definition of marriage are hot topics in our culture and faithful 
Christians are also divided on the issues.  The denomination is trying to find a way forward de-
spite the differences.   
 Even though the influence of the church in the world has been on the decline, I am sure 
the United Methodist denomination will make many headlines as we reach the last weekend in 
February.  News organizations will not focus on all the good that United Methodists do around 
the world, they will focus on the divisions.  There are several different proposals out there and 
even more interpretations of what those proposals mean.  The most radical of proposals and the 
most radical of demonstrations and behavior will undoubtedly be what makes the evening news 
or the newspapers and in turn will be the impression others have of United Methodists.  Listen 
and read carefully to determine whether something has been proposed or is being considered or 
whether something has been adopted.  My guess is that there will be less coverage of what is 
actually decided than what is being considered.   
 Please keep the General Conference delegates and the denomination in your prayers.  
No matter what is decided, it is going to be a painful and potentially disruptive time for our de-
nomination.     
 Let me make some suggestions.  Besides praying, donôt jump to any conclusions or make 
too many assumptions before General Conference has concluded.  On the Sunday evening fol-
lowing General Conference, Sunday March 3, 7:00 PM in the parlor, there will be an information-
al meeting to try to explain what General Conference did decide and to clarify what they did not 
decide.   
 Let me be clear, no matter what is decided at General Conference, all are welcome at the 
Monticello United Methodist Church.  Our doors are open and we believe Godôs grace is availa-
ble to all.  We may have differences of opinion when it comes to the practice of homosexuality 
and the Christian definition of marriage, however there are other issues we do not all agree upon 
as well. 
 As I have had conversations with members of our congregation who find themselves in 
different places when it comes to the topic of human sexuality, I have been pleased to hear a 
common desire.  That common desire is that they want to hold the Monticello United Methodist 
Church together, no matter what happens on a denominational level.  We believe we have been 
called to be the light of Christ in our community.  We believe we have been called to reach out in 
love.  These issues of human sexuality are important issues, but these are not the issues that 
define us.  What defines who we are is the fact that we are followers of Jesus, called to make 
disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.   
 Please pray for General Conference, for the Indiana Conference of the United Methodist 
Church and for the Monticello United Methodist Church.  I have tried very hard not to draw a line 
in the sand.  I am waiting to see what General Conference decides and then figure out what that 
means for us a congregation.  As we have been talking on Sunday morning, we are ñBetter To-
gether.ò  No matter what happens at General Conference, we are called to proclaim Jesus to our 
community.  No matter how we respond, letôs do it in a way that honors Him. 
 
Yours in Christ, 

   



CHILDRENôS MINISTRIES: Supporting families with children in creating lifelong followers of  
Jesus Christ.   

This past year we have seen so much growth in our childrenôs ministry. It has become so encour-
aging to see so many children at The Current service. Because of this, we have an amazing opportunity 
to split our 2

nd
-5
th
 grade class in two! Starting February 3

rd
 our 4

th
 and 5

th
 grade kiddos will be moving to 

the old chapel (purple) room in the basement for Adventures in Faith with Ms Sarah. 2
nd

 and 3
rd

 grade 
kiddos will continue in their current space with Ms Marcia. 

 
We have a few things going on with our Friendship Connection kids this month, so be sure to 

save these dates! Our 2
nd

-3
rd

 grade Friendship Connection class is excited to present a special skit on 
February 10

th
 at The Current Service. They have a powerful message to send and are excited for you to 

see what they have been working on! On February 18
th
 Twin Lakes will not be having school for Great 

Americanôs Day. Because of this we will not be having Friendship Connection on the 17
th. 
March 17

th
will 

be our UMCOR Family dinner. On February 10
th
 and 24

th
 we will be challenging each Friendship Con-

nection class to collect supplies for our health kits. The class with the most items will get an ice cream 
sundae party on March 3

rd
! 

 
 

 

 
CAPITAL CAMPAIGN UPDATE 
Our next Capital Campaign fundraiser will be new MUMC shirts! They will be available in 4 colors and 
different styles. See enclosed order form. Money (checks made out to MUMC) must accompany order. 
Orders are due by Sunday February 10. This is a great way to show your pride in our church by wearing 
these Reach Out in Love shirts! Capital campaign members will be around before and after both ser-
vices on February 3 and 10.  If you have any questions call Bootsie (584-581-0859.) 
 
The Fund Raising Committee has planned the following fundraisers for Spring 2019 
* Coin Toss March 17 
* Gift Cards April  
* Pork Burgers May 
 
There will be more detailed information in future newsletters. Thank you for your support of the Capital 
Campaign! 
 
CONNECT GROUPS 
ñStudents are not greater than their teacher.  But the student who is fully trained will become like the 
teacher.ò Luke 6:40 
In ten weeks you can learn more and grow closer to Christ, or you can remain where you are.  A Con-
nect Group will help you move forward in your walk with Christ.  If you didnôt sign up for a group, you can 
still join one.  Contact Pastor Kelly to sign up.  ksellers@monticelloumc.org or 219-964-9827. 
 
No LUNCH BUNCH will be held in February. We will resume meeting in March. 
 
SOUP FOR THE SOUL will be the 12th and 26th at 4:30pm. Join us for fellowship and food. 

 
LETTERS FROM YOUR LIBRARY 
Just in - 5 new devotionals by Sarah Young.  They are - Dear Jesus, Jesus Always, Jesus Calling - en-
couragement, comfort  and peace. If you're not familiar with the devotions written by Sarah, you're in for 
a treat.  As you read, you can feel Jesus sitting right beside you with a big smile on His face.  She is an 
awesome author.  Give her a try.  I know you'll love her style.  
 
Happy reading, Becky Reynolds 
 
CELEBRATIONS 
February holds two very special birthdays!  Please help these two women celebrate by sending cards! 
Maxine Brewer turns 91 on February 2; 109 1/2 N Beach Dr  Monticello IN 47960.  
Maxine Cory turns 95 on February 15;  735 Park E Blvd Suite A Lafayette IN 47905.   
 
IN MEMORY 
Peggy Beatty died December 23, 2018 (Melody Darrowôs mother) 
Faith ñEliseò Dold died December 21, 2018 (Parents Cindy Dold and Chris Dold, brothers Josh and 
 Mark, sister Hannah) 
Anahi Garcia died December 21, 2018 
Tara Sprinkle died December 25, 2018 (Parents Jan and Jessica Rule, daughter Isabell Sprinkle and 
 son Jackson Butler)  
Virginia Harner died January 14, 2019 (Dick Harnerôs mother) 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

SWORD DRILLS  

Bible Sword Drills will meet on Sunday, February 24 at 11:00 for 2nd-5th grade Adventures in Faith. 

Helpers will be available for beginners. Donôt forget your Bibles!  

mailto:ksellers@monticelloumc.org

