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CHRISTMAS SERVICES AT MUMC 
Last year we switched things up for Christmas Eve Ser-
vices and people really seemed to enjoy the differ-
ent worship opportunities, so we are sticking with it again 
this year! All three services will be livestreamed to MUMC 
Online as well, and we hope that you will join us for wor-
ship and invite someone to come with you! Statistics say 
that people are more likely to say yes to attending a 
Christmas Eve or Easter service with a friend than any 
other service, so this is your chance to be a part of reach-
ing new people with the Gospel of Jesus Christ! Here are 
the details: 
  

December 21, 11am – Family Christmas Eve 
Service 
Instead of having a normal Current Service on the Sunday 
prior to Christmas Eve, we will be having a Family Christ-
mas Eve service. This will be interactive for the whole fam-
ily and will be kid focused, meaning that we will intention-
ally seek to engage with our kids during this service. We 
invite you to come in your Christmas Sweaters and be pre-
pared to dance, laugh, and sing as we celebrate the birth 
of Christ as children! There will be Candle Lighting this 
year as there has been in years past. 
  

December 24th, 7pm – The Current Christmas 
Eve Service 
Our Current Christmas Eve service will feature the same 
focus, encounter Jesus, but will also have the elements of 
a Christmas Eve service. We will do contemporary ver-
sions of some of your favorite Christmas hymns, sing 
some new songs, pray, and learn from God’s Word. This 
year, we will be doing this service in the round, which al-
ways leads to a special service. The nursery will be availa-
ble for this service, but there will not be childcare. 
  

December 24th, 9pm – The Classic Christmas 
Eve Service 
Remaining at 9 p.m., we are excited to be able to cele-
brate the birth of Christ with you in the same way we have 
in the past! The Grace Notes, The Choir, Candle Lighting 
and Communion will all be a part of the worship service as 
we celebrate the first coming of our Messiah and look for 
His return! We pray that you and your family and friends 
would join us for this traditional Christmas Eve service! 



RECENT HIGHLIGHTS 
Some highlights from the last month include… 
• On November 8th, some of our youth participated in Pack 

Away Hunger. We had 5 high school students and 7 middle 
school students help with the event!!! 

• During the weekend of November 8th and 9th, we had 14 
high school students attend the Fall Retreat. During that 
weekend, we went to Top Golf and K1 Speed, had Cracker 
Barrel for lunch one day, and had the opportunity to stay the 
night at St. Luke’s United Methodist Church in their youth 
building.  

• On November 23rd, Revolution had their first annual Thanksgiving Progressive Dinner! During 
this event, students attended one portion of a three-course meal at three different locations. We 
had our appetizer at Mark and Becky Reynolds’ house, the main course at Abbey Gross’ office, 
and dessert at Mike and Ann True’s house! 

• On November 23rd, 648 had their Thanksgiving Cook-Off! Each group was required to make a 
side dish to be submitted for our special guest judges. The special ingredient for this year was ba-
con. A big thank you to our judges, Pastor Justin, Mike True, Brandi Fitz, and  

• We did not do a lesson series in the month of November because of all the special events going 
on. On November 2nd, Pastor Justin came in and led 648 in communion while Revolution talked 
about the Fruits of the Spirit. On November 9th, 648 did not meet because of the retreat, while 
Revolution had a lesson on The Lord’s Prayer. On November 16th, Revolution had a lesson on 
the meaning of Thankfulness, while 648 did a lesson on Job’s thankfulness through the struggle. 

• On November 2nd, we set a new Revolution record for attendance since the Covid-19 pandemic 
with 12 students. On that same night, 648 tied their record for attendance since Covid with 31 stu-
dents. We have reached this number three times since the beginning of this school year!!! 

 

DECEMBER AND JANUARY REVOLUTION & 648 NEWS 
• In the month of December, Revolution and 648 will be exploring the story of Advent with messag-

es from Nate Smolek, Chewie Walters, and Luke. The month of January will be the month of in-
vites. In January, we are doing a month-long race for new members. In the month of December, 
we will get the average attendance for each small group and then compare it to the average at-
tendance of each small group in January. The team with the most growth from one month to the 
other will win a special prize! 

• On December 21st, 648 and Revolution will have their Christmas Parties during their normally 
scheduled times on that Sunday night. We will be doing a White Elephant Gift Exchange as well 
doing some Christmas cookie decorating and judging! 

• High School Students are invited to our New Years’ Eve Lock-In! Students can be dropped off at 
entrance B of the church at 8pm on December 31st and can be picked up at 8am on January 1st. 
The New Years’ Eve Lock-In is an amazing opportunity for our students to come together and cel-
ebrate the new year! 

• On January 18th, 648 and Revolution will have a combined worship night. This worship night will 
be very similar to what we did in the month of September. We will come together for a time of fel-
lowship, eat some food, and play a game, before we head into Connection Court for a time of wor-
ship and a message! 

• ATTENTION 5TH GRDAERS AND THEIR PARENTS 
 Starting in January, 5th grade students are invited to begin attending Revolution on the last 

Sunday of every month. Some of our fifth graders have been begging to come to revolu-
tion, and we finally caved in. I hope that your fifth graders are excited as we are to see 
some new faces! 

 

IMPORTANT DATES 
• Revolution and 648 will meet at their normally scheduled times on December 7th, 14th, 21st, and 

January 4th, 11th, and 25th 
• Revolution and 648 will not meet on December 28th 

FRIENDS IN CHRIST, 
 

As we close out November, I want to pause and offer a heartfelt word of gratitude. This month, our 
church has shown once again what it means to be the hands and feet of Christ. You have stepped into 
the needs of our community with compassion, generosity, and a quiet determination to ensure that no 
one in our town goes without food or without hope. Because of you, we served over 1,600 meals at 
Soup for the Soul in November, packed 36,000 meals with Pack Away Hunger, hosted our first Food 
Finders Mobile Food Pantry, and are gearing up at the time of this writing to feed 700 meals at 
Thanksgiving. 
 
I thank God for you all, and how you have brought such grace and love to our community. God is 
good, and you are doing good work. Thanks be to God! Whether you packed boxes, donated items, 
made deliveries, or prayed for the families we served—each act mattered. Each act was a testimony. 
Together, it painted a powerful picture of what the love of Jesus looks like in real life. Thank you for be-
ing that kind of church. 
 
Now we turn our hearts toward Advent—a season of anticipation, longing, and holy expectation. But as 
I look towards Advent, I see us preparing for a continued movement of God’s Spirit. God has been 
moving in our services, with prayer and praise being given to God without abandon. As we light each 
candle, we remember that Christ enters into our world not from a distance, but up close… into our 
weariness, our search for meaning, our hunger for peace. My prayer is that this Advent season not on-
ly renews your hope and fills your home with a deeper sense of God’s presence, but that you become 
reminded that God is with us in all things. 
 
This newsletter is a bit different, as you will notice. We are going to an every-other-month model, so 
my next letter to you will come out in February. So what do we have planned for next year? I am filled 
with excitement for what God is preparing to do among us. New ministries are popping up weekly at 
our church. We now have a mini food pantry, called Feed His Sheep, that is giving out groceries that 
come in for Soup. We have a new card ministry, seeking to offer encouragement to those who are go-
ing through hard times. A new young adult ministry is forming. God is moving in our church, and will 
continue to move. We have seen God’s faithfulness again and again, and I believe we are stepping 
into a season where that faithfulness will lead us into fresh opportunities for ministry, growth, and com-
munity impact. May we continue to follow Christ with open hands and courageous hearts. 
 
So I thank God for your faithfulness. Thank you for loving this church and this community so well. I am 
grateful to serve alongside you, and I look forward to everything God has ahead for us. 
 
With gratitude and hope, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THRIVE 

December’s Thrive programs will happen on the 5th (3-5 Grade) and the 19th (K-2). January’s will take 
place on the 9th (3-5th grade) and the 23rd (K-2). We are needing around 20 volunteers each Friday 
and would love to have you join us as we pour into the young people in our community. Showing up 
doesn’t mean you have to be a classroom leader. The quiet, background-support type of volunteers 
are just as important to the success of the program. For more information, or to get on the mailing list, 
reach out to the Church Office at ChurchOffice@MonticelloUMChurch.org or at (574)583-5545.  



NOVEMBER & DECEMBER MEMORY 
VERSES - 
"If God is for us, who can ever be against us?" Ro-
mans 8:31 
"For this is how God loved the world: He gave his one 
and only Son." John 3:16 
 

NOVEMBER & DECEMBER RECAP -  
For our regular curriculum we spent time in Exodus. 
Our stories included; Moses Is Rescued by Pharaoh's 
Daughter, Moses Talks to God at a Burning Bush, 
God Spares the Israelites at Passover, and The Isra-
elites Cross the Red Sea. We also introduced our new Bible Buddy - Tina! For the Christmas season, 
we will spend two weeks learning the stories, An Angel Appears to Joseph, and the Magi Search for 
the Messiah. We also introduced another Bible Buddy named Olivia to help us remember our stories 
and memory verse.  
 

CHRISTMAS OUTREACH EVENT -  
MUMC kids will be serving in a new way this holiday season and will be showing love to the residents 
of White Oak Health Campus. On December 14th, kids in grades 3rd-5th will be going shopping for 16 
residents. That evening, all kids and their families will join together for a dinner and packing event. We 
are thrilled to be partnering with White Oak to spread the love of Jesus to those in need.  
 

TRUNK OR TREAT -  
On Halloween, Miss Marcia and I (Karisa) had the pleasure of joining the littles of The Garden Day-
care & Sunshine Preschool during their annual trunk or treat event. We were able to spread some 
more of Jesus' love to those who enter our building each day and had a blast doing so!  

MUMC ONLINE 
December is a big month. Steve McKinley, who won last year’s 
Christmas Tree Challenge, will be decorating the Couch tree this 
year! We are going to take a break from the Christmas Tree Chal-
lenge, and instead will be doing a Christmas Baking Challenge. We 
invite you to bring in your best Christmas themed dessert and we 
will try them live online and rate them! The date of the Christmas 
Baking Challenge will be December 18th, so please have any 
treats dropped off or mailed so that they get here by this day! We 
will go live at 7pm and invite you to have your own treats, hot co-
coa, and Christmas cheer as you join us. 
 
With the Holidays, there will be no Couch service on Christmas 
Eve or New Years Eve. On Christmas Eve we will be live streaming 
both of our services at 7pm and 9pm so you can join us there! In January, we will have some mem-
bers of the congregation on the Couch to talk about how God is continuing to move in the Church, so 
we hope to see you there! 
 

TALK BACK NIGHTS! 
We have been doing the Bible Recap of the NT since October 1st, and are inviting the congregation 
to be a part of our Talk Back Nights where Pastor Justin will lead a discussion about what we have 
been reading. Our next Talk Back Night will be December 7th in the Sanctuary. The one for the last 
portion of our New Testament readings will be January 4th, location to be determined. Both will start 
at 5pm! 
 

CELEBRATION FOR SOUP 
Soup for the Soul has received a $6,000 grant from the Indiana United Methodist Church because of 
the response of our congregation to the food emergency that took place in November! This will help 
us replace some equipment and pay for more meals as we continue to feed our community. 
 

SERMON SERIES 
Our Advent Series this year is titled The Gift we all Need, and we will be going through the gifts we 
see in Advent, leading us to the greatest gift of all, Jesus!  
 
In January, we will start a new sermon series titled Entrusted: Living with God’s Resources. This will 
be our Stewardship series and we will be discussing the ways in which our congregation is growing 
and building for the future. Part of that will be a celebration of how close we are to the Capital Cam-
paign being completed in 2026! I cannot wait to share this news with you all and see how you re-
spond as we seek to turn another page in the story of this congregation and look forward to the fu-
ture!  
 

FROM THE SPRC 
Church Family, 
  The Monticello United Methodist Church is very blessed to have such a dedicated and talented 
staff! The staff provides quality services throughout the year and works many hours above and be-
yond to ensure that they maintain the many programs we provide.  
  To show our appreciation, we would like to provide a monetary gift to each of our staff members. If 
you would like to participate in this gesture of appreciation, we encourage you to do so! 
  You may mail your check donation to the church, or drop off your cash or check donation at the 
church office. Please mark your gift "Staff Christmas". We would appreciate receiving your gift by De-
cember 16th. Your generosity will be a great blessing to our staff! 
  Thank you for your generous giving throughout the year! Have a blessed holiday season! 
Mark Reynolds, 
Chairman of Staff/Parish Relations Committee 



 

DAILY DEVOTIONALS: ON SALE NOW! 
“Advice for You as You Graduate…and Beyond!” is a 366-day devotional designed by 
members of the High School Bible Study group in the early 2020’s. Daily entries pro-
vide a verse of the day, brief explanation of how that verse can apply to your life, and a 
prayer of encouragement. 
 
Members of the Bible Study group wrote these entries, and they have been compiled 
into a devotional that is on sale now…just in time for Christmas! 
 
Each devotional is $15. ALL proceeds from the sale of the devotionals will go toward 
the reduction of the MUMC Capital Campaign loan!  
 
These can make excellent gifts for anyone on your list…including you! 
 
The devotionals will be available for sale at both the Classic and Current services each 
week in the month of December. Devotionals will also be available for purchase in the 
church office during the week. 
 
Cash or checks made payable to MUMC are acceptable forms of payment. 
 
We look forward to reading through this daily devotional together as a church family in 
2026. Get yours now! Questions? Please contact Steve McKinley at (317)691-4618 or 
Luke Deno  at LDeno@MonticelloUMChurch.org for more information. 
 
Steve McKinley 



OFFICE HOURS DURING THE HOLIDAYS 
The office will be closed December 24th and 25th, as well as December 31st and January 1st, in ob-
servance of the holidays. December 29th and 30th the office will be open by appointment only. We 
will not provide emergency assistance 12/24-1/5th. If you need immediate pastoral care, please 
reach out to Pastor Justin directly at (574)581-0888.  
 

PACK AWAY HUNGER 
We gathered to “pack away hunger” on November 8. We had over 200 volunteers between 2 shifts 
and we packed 36 thousand meals! Thank you to all the donors, volunteers, and those who were in 
prayer for this important mission. These meals are distributed locally, nationally, and internationally, 
which means your contributions have made a big impact! 
 

WISEMAN TREE 
The Wiseman Tree is located in the parlor. Any donations placed on the Wiseman Tree in honor or 
memory of someone will be used for emergency needs experienced by those in our congregation in 
the coming year. 
 

JOIN US FOR CHRISTMAS CAROLING 
Help share the Christmas cheer with others as we go Christmas Caroling on Sunday, December 21.  
We will meet at the church at 3pm and divide into groups to go caroling. You don’t have to be a good 
singer, just be willing to share the love of Christ with others. This is an activity for all ages. It is a good 
opportunity to teach children about bringing joy to others during the Christmas season. When you go 
caroling, you have no idea the difference you are making for those to whom you sing.   
 

ADVENT OFFERING 
Again this year, our Advent Offering will be going to support Soup for the Soul, a vital ministry for and 
with our community. Throughout this year we have served thousands of meals, and have also en-
couraged and loved on those who have dined in or were delivered a meal through this ministry. As 
food cost rise, we ask you to give generously to Soup for the Soul so we can continue to bring nour-
ishment to the body and soul in the coming year. To give, you can write “Soup for the Soul” on your 
giving envelop or choose Advent Offering online. 
 

MAILBOXES 
We are once again doing Christmas Mailboxes this year for the church. Those who have filled out a 
Connection Card in 2025 will have a mailbox in the Parlor Area throughout Advent. We offer this as a 
way to save on postage for Christmas Cards and as an opportunity for show love to each other dur-
ing this season. Please be aware that we will not mail cards, and will dispose of any cards that are 
not picked up by December 31. If you have any questions, reach out to Steph at the Church Office at 
(574)583-5545. 
 

STOCK TRANSFER 
Have you ever considered making a donation to the church by transferring stock? If you are interest-
ed in giving this way, contact Pastor Justin at the church office for more details. 
 

YEAR END GIVING 
In order for contributions to appear on your 2025 giving statement, one of three things needs to hap-
pen.   
1)  Drop off your contribution in the wooden offering box on Sunday morning, December 28. 
2) Your contribution can be sent to the church, but it must be postmarked by December 30.  
3) Make a contribution online by midnight on December 31.   
 

2026 GIVING ENVELOPES 
2026 Giving Envelopes will be available in early January. Please call the Church Office at (574)583-
5545 if you need your envelopes delivered. 

YOUTH 

 

AT MUMC 



LUNCH BUNCH 
December Lunch Bunch will be at the Wolcott Cafe, 201 Range Street in Wolcott at 12 noon on De-
cember 10th, not December 3rd this year. Meals will be $11.00, plus tip. If you need a ride, call Kathy 
Peters at (574)870-0140 or Jody Maiden at (765)427-1553. Rides will be leaving the church at 
11:15am. Lunch Bunch will not be meeting January-March of 2026. 
 

MONTICELLO METHODIST WOMEN-THE DATE IS SET! 
The annual Christmas luncheon is December 11th at 11am at the Sportsman’s Inn. 
 
“Everyone is welcome to be a part of MMW’s group.” We are committed to God and service to our 
community while also supporting regional and global ministries. Reservations can be made by calling 
Karen Aldrich at (815)382-9339 to sign up and be sure to wear red for a Christmas group photo. As in 
the past we will be ordering off of the menu. 

 
UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH 
Join us for a monthly commitment to spiritual growth, friendship, and purpose as a member of United 
Women in Faith.  Hosted by the Monticello United Methodist Church, the next gathering will be held 
on Tuesday, January 20th at 6:30 p.m. 
 
Belonging to a church women’s group is a powerful way to connect with others and can be a source 
of emotional and spiritual support. Women of all denominations and life stages are welcome to con-
nect, reflect, and explore opportunities for community impact.  United Women in Faith: 
 
INSPIRES Spiritual Growth through Friendship and Fellowship – Our group will offer a place for pray-
er, Bible study, and deeper discussions about faith to strengthen our spiritual lives. You will build last-
ing friendships with women who share your values.  There will also be opportunities for social events, 
mentorship, and to share knowledge and experience. 
 
INFLUENCES and Builds a Supportive Community for All – Our gatherings will offer emotional and 
practical support and encouragement as well as a celebration of blessings. 
 
IMPACTS With Service and Purpose – There will be opportunities to engage in outreach and volun-
teer work, creating a meaningful impact in the community. 
 
January’s meeting will include a reflective conversation on an inspirational book Start With Hello, by 
Shannan Martin. Advance reading is suggested but not required. 
 
A planning team will also present a community outreach and fellowship opportunity for consideration – 
“Instant Pot” meal training or coaching classes. 
 
To learn more about Women in Faith at MUMC, you can contact Linda Mylet at (765) 427-9108. 
 

Come be inspired, supported, and empowered! 



Narcotics Anonymous  

M—7:00 PM Room 201  

REGULAR SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE 

8:30 Adult Sunday School 

9:30 The Classic Worship Service 

9:30 Adventures in Faith (Children) 

11:00 The Current Worship Service 

11:00 Adventures in Faith (Children) December 2025 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 

5:30pm– Fitness Class 

2 

 

3 

5:30pm– Fitness Class 

7pm– Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

7pm– The Couch 

4 
6:30pm– Line Dancing Lessons 

6:30pm– Grace Notes Rehearsal 

7pm– The Chit Chat 

5 
6:30am– Men’s Emmaus 

8:30am– Thrive 

6 

 

7 

REG SUNDAY MORNING SERVICES 

1pm– SLT Meeting 

3pm– Threads of Fellowship 

5pm- Revolution  

5pm– Talk Back Night 

6:48pm– 648 

8 

9:30am– Calico Cut-Ups 

5:30pm– Fitness Class 

9 

4:30pm– Soup for the Soul 

10 

12pm– Lunch Bunch 

5:30pm– Fitness Class 

7pm– Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

7pm– The Couch 

11 
11am– MMW Holiday Meeting 

6:30pm– Line Dancing Lessons 

6:30pm– Grace Notes Rehearsal 

7pm– The Chit Chat 

12 
6:30am– Men’s Emmaus 

 

13 

 

14 

REG SUNDAY MORNING SERVICES 

12:15pm- Confirmation Class 

3pm– Threads of Fellowship 

5pm– KidMin Christmas Outreach 

5pm- Revolution  

6:48pm– 648 

15 

5:30pm– Fitness Class 

16 

6:30pm- Trustees Meeting  

17 

5:30pm– Fitness Class 

7pm– Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

7pm– The Couch 

18 
6:30pm– Line Dancing Lessons 

6:30pm– Grace Notes Rehearsal 

7pm– The Chit Chat 

19 
6:30am– Men’s Emmaus 

8:30am– Thrive 

20 

 

21 

REG SUNDAY MORNING SERVICES 

11am– Family Christmas Eve 

Service 

3pm– Threads of Fellowship 

3pm– Christmas Caroling 

5pm- Revolution  

6:48pm– 648 

22 

9:30am– Calico Cut-Ups 

5:30pm– Fitness Class 

23 

 

24 

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED 

7pm– Current Christmas Eve  

Service 

9pm– Classic Christmas Eve  

Service 

25 

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED 

26 
6:30am– Men’s Emmaus 

 

27 

 

28 

REG SUNDAY MORNING SERVICES 

3pm– Threads of Fellowship 

 

29 

CHURCH OFFICE OPEN BY  

APPOINTMENT ONLY 

5:30pm– Fitness Class 

30 

CHURCH OFFICE OPEN BY  

APPOINTMENT ONLY 

31 

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED 

8pm– 648 Lock-In 

   



Narcotics Anonymous  

M—7:00 PM Room 201  

REGULAR SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE 

8:30 Adult Sunday School 

9:30 The Classic Worship Service 

9:30 Adventures in Faith (Children) 

11:00 The Current Worship Service 

11:00 Adventures in Faith (Children) January 2026 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED 

2 
6:30am– Men’s Emmaus 

 

3 

 

4 
REG SUNDAY MORNING SERVICES 

3pm– Threads of Fellowship 
5pm- Revolution  

6:48pm– 648 

5 
5:30pm– Fitness Class 

6 

 

7 

5:30pm– Fitness Class 

7pm– Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

7pm– The Couch 

8 
11am– MMW Meeting 

6:30pm– Grace Notes Rehearsal 

7pm– The Chit Chat 

9 
6:30am– Men’s Emmaus 

8:30am– Thrive 

10 

 

11 
REG SUNDAY MORNING SERVICES 

12:15pm Confirmation Class 

3pm– Threads of Fellowship 
5pm- Revolution  

6:48pm– 648 

12 

9:30am– Calico Cut-Ups 
5:30pm– Fitness Class 

13 
4:30pm– Soup for the Soul 

14 

5:30pm– Fitness Class 

7pm– Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

7pm– The Couch 

15 
6:30pm– Grace Notes Rehearsal 

7pm– The Chit Chat 

16 
6:30am– Men’s Emmaus 

 

17 

 

18 
REG SUNDAY MORNING SERVICES 

3pm– Threads of Fellowship 
5pm– Youth Worship Night 

19 
5:30pm– Fitness Class 

20 

 

21 

5:30pm– Fitness Class 

7pm– Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

7pm– The Couch 

22 
6:30pm– Grace Notes Rehearsal 

7pm– The Chit Chat 

23 
6:30am– Men’s Emmaus 

8:30am– Thrive 

24 

 

25 
REG SUNDAY MORNING SERVICES 

3pm– Threads of Fellowship 
5pm- Revolution  

6:48pm– 648 

26 

9:30am– Calico Cut-Ups 
5:30pm– Fitness Class 

27 
4:30pm– Soup for the Soul 

28 

5:30pm– Fitness Class 

7pm– Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

7pm– The Couch 

29 
6:30pm– Grace Notes Rehearsal 

7pm– The Chit Chat 

30 
6:30am– Men’s Emmaus 

 

31 

 


